MEDICAL  MISSION  IN   KERMAN

win the confidence of the people, so did not at all
appreciate this complication. I assured the brother
that I would return with him at once, and informed
him that the medicine could not possibly have caused
the blindness ; but he was not at all appeased. Upon
reaching the house I found all the family distracted
with grief, and not at all inclined to be cordial.
Moreover, they had called in a native eye-doctor,
who had gravely announced that the blindness was
most certainly due to the patient having taken the
infidel's medicine! In order to reassure the parents
I bade them bring the bottle of medicine, and, find-
ing there were still two or three doses left, called
for a glass, poured out the remainder, and drank it.
This seemed to reassure them partially, so they
allowed me to examine the girl. She was a nervous,
highly-strung patient, and I had expected to find
that she had been malingering; but to my surprise,
upon thorough examination I convinced myself that
she had really gone blind. Examination of the inte-
rior of the eyes showed no disease, and upon inquiry,
finding that she was the subject of periodical hyste-
rical attacks, I ventured to predict to the parents
that with suitable care and supervision the girl would
regain her sight. They were still inclined to be
sceptical, but ten days later I heard that my predic-
tion had come true and that she was quite cured.
Similar cases of hysterical loss of vision are on record,
but are exceedingly rare.

Barely had we managed to get the little Medical
Mission well started when circumstances connected
with my wife's health arose that forced us to leave at
a moment's notice the people we had learnt to love.
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